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Reference and research services include answering requests for scientific information, 
literature searches and the compilation of abstracts and bibliographies, and the identifica­
tion and location of obscure publications. 

The Canadian Index of Scientific Translations, a card index to the location of completed 
English translations in Canada and other countries, is maintained by the Library. Trans­
lations of scientific articles prepared by the Library's Translations Section are listed and 
made available in Canada and abroad. A complete English translation of the Russian 
journal Problemy Severa (Problems of the North) is also the responsibility of this Section. 

The National Science Library is responsible for the publication of the Union List of 
Scientific Serials in Canadian Libraries and the Directory of Canadian Scientific and Technical 
Periodicals. 

Public Libraries.—Municipal, regional and provincial public libraries serve most of 
the urban, suburban and rural population of Canada. Provincial government agencies are 
responsible for public library service and delegate this authority to municipal and regional 
boards, which organize, and largely finance, public library systems for local populations. 
Provincial agencies provide general supervision, grants and, in some cases, technical services 
and other assistance. 

In addition to books and other printed material for children and adults, they provide 
films and filmstrips and organize public lectures and other group activities. Public libraries 
are playing an increasingly important role in the lives of Canadian students of all ages, 
assisting them to complete school assignments and further their education. Distribution 
agencies include branches and depots, bookmobiles and other vehicles, boats in Newfound­
land and aircraft in the Territories. 

In 1963, public libraries in Canada stocked more than 16,609,000 books and the total 
book circulation was 70,418,478 or 3.7 per capita. They spent $1.29 per capita on current 
operating payments and another 16 cents per capita on capital and debenture items, or a 
total of over $27,000,000. Local funds accounted for almost 80 p.c. of this amount and 
provincial grants for 13.2 p .c , the remainder coming from other sources. 
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University, College and School Libraries.—Libraries in 73 universities and colleges 
with enrolments of 100 or more full-time students had more than 9,000,000 volumes in 
stock in the academic year 1962-63, or 63 volumes per full-time student. Expenditures of 
these libraries averaged $80.08 per student and amounted to a total of more than $8,500,000. 
The full-time staff of the libraries numbered 1,446, almost one third of whom were pro­
fessional librarians. 


